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Iverach's St. Paul. 

St. Paul: His Life and Times. [Men of the Bible Series.] By James 
Iverach, M. A., Professor of Apologetics and Exegesis of the Gospels, Free 
Church College, Aberdeen. New York : A. D. F. Randolph and Co. Pp. 
216. Price $1.00. 

This is a praiseworthy attempt to present a brief sketch of the life of the 
Apostle to the Gentiles. In the course of fifteen chapters, beginning with 
" Youth and Education," and closing with " Pauline Theology," Prof. Iverach 
handles with carefulness and not a little detail the various elements of this 
varied career. He is a scholarly writer well acquainted with modern discus- 
sions and using these results with freedom yet with discrimination. He main- 
tains in general the orthodox views as to points where scholars differ. He is 
inclined to amplify scenes and occasions a little beyond the warrant of his au- 
thorities but this indulgence is not harmful and it adds to the interest of the 
narrative. The book comes into comparison with Stalker's masterly sketch, 
but only at a few points. The two can be profitably used together. 

Yet we do think that the writer has missed a great opportunity to do for 
Paul's life what has never been done. The ideal book still remains to be writ- 
ten. When it is observed that Prof. Iverach treats the epistles only very 
briefly and in connection with Paul's visits to the cities to which they were 
written when in all cases they were written later and represent a different 
phase of the apostle's life, it will be seen how such a treatment handicaps the 
writer. We wish that he had given us more of the epistolary material and less 
of his own adornment and amplification of the history. Nor is he systematic 
on the one hand or simple on the other. Rather he is discursive and intro- 
duces too many subjects of controversy in which general readers can find little 
profit. A simple yet systematic treatment of the epistles, their teaching and 
light on the life of the writer and of the churches to which they were written 
would have been far more helpful. 

Two Books on the Gospel of John. 

Studies in John's Gospel : the Gosfel of Christ's Deity. By Rev. David 
Gregg, D. D. New York : American Tract Society. Pp. 348. Price $1.25, 

People's Commentary on the Gospel according to St. John, containing the 
Common and Revised Versions, with Critical, Exegetical and Applicative 
notes, and Illustrations drawn from life and thought m the East, By Edwin 
W. Rice, D. D. Philadelphia ; The American Sunday School Union. 
Pp. 335- 

The series of studies by the eminent American clergyman Dr. Gregg are not 
his first work in this line and his pen seems to have gained in steadiness and 
assurance if not in accuracy by its experience in expository writing. The doc- 
trinal side of the Gospel of John is emphasized and one special doctrinal 
element, that of the deity of Christ, is naturally selected as the predominant 
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teaching. Thus while the writer sacrifices breadth and completeness — ^£or it 
need not be said that the Gospel of John is much more than the Gospel of 
Christ's deity — he gains in definiteness and force. The tone of the book is 
earnest and dogmatic. The standpoint is rigidly orthodox. The style is not 
beautiful, but it is strong, and not without impressiveness. Short sentences 
are the rule. Positive assertions abound. Qualifications are few. A kind of 
system resembling that of the Catechism rules the form of the lectures but it 
is vitalized by sanctified zeal. The writer's opinions however on matters of 
biblical criticism are worthless. There is no such certainty about the facts in 
the case as his absolute assertions imply when he declares " Matthew's Gospel 
was written in Hebrew :" " we have the writings of Clement, the friend and 
■companion of Paul." We have the writings of a Clement but it is improbable 
that he was the friend and companion of Paul. The strongest thing in the 
way of condemnation that Mr. Gregg has to say about the fraudulent " Acta 
Pilati " and other apocbrypha is that they are " fragmentary and we will not 
l)uild on them." We may note by the way the same inaccuracy in his quota- 
tions when he assigns Crashaw's, " Conscious water saw its God and blushed " 
to Dryden. He seems to incline to the doctrine of conditional immortality in 
his discussion of the raising of Lazarus. But in his main positions he is 
thoroughly safe and on the whole satisfactory. Teachers will be stimulated by 
reading this book. 

Dr. Rice has added another to his series of Gospel commentaries. It is 
characterized by the same thoroughness and accuracy as were seen in the former 
books on the Synoptical Gospels. It calls for little remark beyond the hope 
that many students of the Gospel may find and use it in their work. The 
maps and original engravings adds to its beauty and usefulness. The only 
weakness seems to be in the " suggestive remarks " which are crowded and 
fragmentary and either too vague or too modem fairly to represent the great 
teachings of the Gospel of John. But it is a temptation to every expositor of 
John to permit himself to be overwhelmed by the immense suggestiveness of 
the scenes and teachings. It is necessary to keep the rein on one's thoughts 
constantly and make it the aim simply to grasp and reproduce both the evan- 
gelist's main purpose and the clear details through which that purpose is 
Tealized. In this endeavor there will be produced enough "suggestive re- 
marks " to benefit the student without distracting his thought from the main 
lines of the Gospel's course. 

Greece and the Gospel. 

The Influence of Greek Ideas and Usages upon the Christian Church. 
Hibbert Lectures 1888. By the late Edwm Hatch, D. D. Edited by A. M. 
Fairbairn, D. D. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons. Pp. xiii., 359. 
Price $3.75. 

A study in "Higher Criticism" applied to the early Christian life and 
thought may well startle some readers who have hitherto been trusting that 
the feats of this destructive engine were confined to the Scriptures. But this 
is precisely what Dr. Hatch's book reveals — an analysis of the literary remains 
of Greece and of the Christian Church in the first four centuries and an esti- 
mate of their common relations. What did Greece contribute to the life and 
thought of Christianity? is the theme. The field has not been worked hitherto 
with any thoroughness or indeed by any investigator. The author says, "I 
have ventured as a pioneer into comparatively unexplored ground." 



